








English Translation –


Photographer Gauri Gill wins the tenth edition of the Prix Pictet 

This Thursday, September 28, Prix Pictet 2023 was awarded to Gauri Gill. Through her series 
Notes from the Desert, the Indian photographer shows the daily lives of communities who live on 
the fringes of her country's societies.


Established in 2008, the Prix Pictet quickly established itself as the largest photography prize 
dedicated to sustainable development. For its tenth edition, the event was structured around a 
theme inviting us to think not about the future of photography, but about the photography of the 
future, says Isabelle von Ribbentrop, the executive director. - In a world facing unprecedented 
challenges, from social inequality to environmental crises, it was crucial to turn our gaze towards 
humanity itself. The Human theme provides a forum for addressing the complexities, vulnerabilities 
and strengths of the human condition. It allows artists to capture and communicate the stories, 
struggles and triumphs of individuals and communities around the world. Through this theme, the 
Prix Pictet aims to promote a better understanding of our humanity and inspire constructive 
conversations on issues that affect us all, she continues.


A caring and conscientious practice 

At the end of a ceremony organized at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, the jury 
revealed the name of its winner: Gauri Gill. A fan of active listening and community work, the 
Indian photographer collaborates with several marginalized communities. Started in April 1999, 
Notes from the Desert, her award-winning series, was born from her desire to immortalize village 
schools. During my many visits to rural Rajasthan, I witnessed a complex reality that I was unaware 
of as a city dweller. Living poor and landless in the desert means inevitably relying on oneself, 
others and nature. These fragments of shared experiences now constitute a vast photographic 
archive […] which encompasses different narratives and various forms of image-making - she 
explains.


Droughts, great monsoons, dust storms, floods. epidemics, conflicts, moments of celebration or 
worship... Over the years, its objective has shifted to horizons other than those of educational 
establishments. For several decades, Gauri Gill went to the same places, visited the same people 
to better understand their existence. This benevolent and conscientious practice resulted in 
precise documentation of the smallest events that pass through this region, similar to a 
microcosm. To accompany the exhibition which opens at the Victoria and Albert Museum, Hatje 
Cantz has published Human, a book which presents all the photographers competing in the pre-
selections. The public will now be able to elect their favorite series by voting online thanks to the 
launch of the Prix Pictet People's Choice Award.


